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The President of Park described the
development process of a hundred new
technology companies across Iran

Dr. Erjaei:

We Are Ready to Cooperate with ICT
Park For Developing a Digital Economy
Portfolio and Technology Transfer

The Director General of the African
Department of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Visited the ICT Park

In Meeting with the CEOs of ICT Park
Associated Companies;

ICT Park's Grants Were Introduced by the
Park's President
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The 14th Top Entrepreneurs Fair:

ICT Park's Bistoon Telecom Became the
Top Entrepreneur in Kermanshah Province
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The 14th Top Entrepreneurs Fair:

ICT Park’s Bistoon Telecom Became the Top
Entrepreneur in Kermanshah Province

ICT Park’s PR: In the 14th series of Kermanshah
Province’s Top Entrepreneurs Fair, Bistoon Telecom,
a technology company associated with ICT Park
became the top entrepreneur of the province in the
Services section.

The 14th series of the Top Entrepreneurs Fair was
held on November 21st, 2022, in Shahid Soleimani
Hall of Kermanshah Governorate with the presence
of Bahman Amiri Moghadam, the Governor of
Kermanshah; Mokhtar Ahmadi,
General of Cooperatives, Labor and Social Welfare

the Director-

in Kermanshah Province and other general managers
of the province.

The Fair for selecting the top entrepreneurs is held
every year in economic, social, and cultural fields
and in different branches including Agriculture,
Industry, and Services, in which Bistoon Telecom,

one of the technology companies associated with

Issue 20, Year 2, October - November 2022

ICT Park, was selected as the best entrepreneur of
Kermanshah province in the Services section.

The most important feature of the Top Entrepreneurs
Fair is the employment of up-to-date and scientific-
professional indicators for selecting entrepreneurs,
including innovation, combined growth of
employment, sales, exports, identification, selection,
and introduction of entrepreneurs.

The Festival for selecting the top entrepreneurs
is held under the supervision of the Ministry of
Labor, Welfare with

the aim of developing and promoting the culture

Cooperatives, and Social
of entrepreneurship as well as identifying and
introducing the best Iranian entrepreneurs. This
year, marks the fourteenth festival.

It is worth mentioning that Bistoon Telecom is one
of the technology companies associated with ICT

Park, whose field of operation is remote monitoring.
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In Meeting with the CEOs of ICT Park Associated Companies;

ICT Park's Grants Were Introduced by the Park's President

ICT Park’s PR: The periodic meeting for the CEOs of
ICT Park’s associated companies with the President of
the park was held on Tuesday, November 1st, 2022,
to familiarize companies with each other, sharing the
current problems in the companies, and informing the
companies about ICT Park’s future plans.

In a meeting held periodically with the aim of
familiarizing different companies with each other,
raising the current problems of the companies, and
informing the companies about ICT Park’s plans,
Dr. Mohammad Jafar Sadigh Damghanizadeh, the
Advisor to the Minister and the President of ICT
Park, welcomed the CEOs of ICT Park’s associated
companies and introduced ICT Park as the only park in
Iran that awarded many different grants, and aimed to
make the grants applicable for its companies.

The Advisor to the Minister and the President of
Information and Communication Technology Park said
that ICT Park’s main distinction point in this special
zone is working on the development of technology in its
companies; that is because the economic environment
is not suitable in the private sector and these companies
should be supported in any way possible.

In the end, Dr. Sadigh introduced skill-oriented
training courses that aim at activating the education
market; clustering grant that is aimed at maintaining
the key forces in the companies; the grant for creating
a system for energy management, production, and
distribution; besides the grant for producing software
and national information network, including designing
an e-mail service with 10,000 numbers and a corporate
messenger.

Afterwards, a Q&A session was held between the
companies and the President of ICT Park, during

which they could discuss different issues and problems,
including the buildings renting issues, facilitation
loans, construction facilities, long-term operation
contracts, city services for the companies, establishing
bank branches for national and international payments,
issues regarding the Internet for those companies with
international connections, participating in international
exhibitions, and product exports to other countries.

It is worth mentioning that the periodic meeting of the
CEOs of ICT Park’s associated companies was held in-
person with the presence of ICT Park’s senior officials
and the CEOs of Hamian Fan, Lotus Net, Payam Gostar
Fava, Arman Paya Soft Co., ESM Telecommunication
Company, Nour Behineh Gostar Middle East, Paya
Soft Sadra, Kandavan, Zharf Andishan Co., HAMIM
Co., Navid Tejarat Atieh, the Pishgaman Fara-Resaneh
Soroush Company, Iran Telecommunication Industries
(ITT), Amn Pardaz, Ara Electronic Afzar, Arg Telecom,
Takeen Co., Arad Controls, Alborz Insurance, E-casb
, Rasha Co. and with following companies joining

the meeting online: Teamyar Kish¢, Arshin Co.,
Mahak, Ideal Mahdban Engineering Service, Jahan
Ara Saman, Vandad Vira Homan, Green Web, Middle
Eastern Algorithm Communication Co., Future Wave
Ultra Tech. Company, Ide Beker Mobin, Sepahan
Kian Electronics, Shabakeh Afzar Co., Samatoos, and
Control Pardazandeh.
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city, providing open system infrastructures, modern

learning and its application, localizing hardware
technology required by the national information
network and smart logistics are among our other
propulsion projects.”

At the end of his speech, the Adviser to the Minister
and the President of ICT Park mentioned the history of
the Park’s establishment and introduced different park
branches: “We have to establish a content production
and service provision hub for the Middle East region
in Mashhad, export content to all countries and make
Mashhad the capital of digital culture in the Islamic
world.”

Moreover, Seyyed Abdullah Erjaei, the Mayor of
Mashhad, indicated the role of the digital economy in
Iran, and emphasized the importance of Future Studies
regarding new technologies in urban planning, and
noted: “It is important to know what is our share of
I.C.T. technology, and of course, to know what kind
of technology we will face in the coming future.”
Further, he referred to an ideal job creation model:
“Job creation in its real sense becomes possible if
we can export to new markets, or in other words if
we lead employment potentials toward exportation;
otherwise, we are simply transferring people from
one field to another field. Of course, such activities
are not directly related to the municipality; however,

Issue 20, Year 2, October - November 2022

since they benefit the citizens, they can be relevant to
them too.”

“In my opinion,” noted Erjaei, “the whole country
should proceed quickly towards the digital economy
and cyber space, and of course Mashhad is not
an exception in the country. For this aim, we need
a considerably extensive program for Iran, which
I believe does not exist yet. Therefore, this aim
demands acceleration since once, we were dealing
with immigration in a physical sense in which the
elites used to leave Iran, but now we provide the elites
with services and even retirement pensions and yet,
through the internet, they can work 24/7 for foreigner
countries.”

The Mayor of Mashhad continued: “Mashhad is now
a content production hub in different fields, including
animation and online content production, such as
applications and the web.”

“We need to expand our economy and lead forward.
My suggestion is that more efforts should be made
in the two areas, including digital economy portfolio
development and technology transfer,” he added,
approving the policy of Growth Centers.

As his concluding remarks, the Mayor of Mashhad
announced his eagerness to cooperate with ICT Park:
“If the Park is an international e-commerce center and
a growth center for the internationalization of Iranian
companies, we are ready for further cooperate.
Of course, providing a shared office beside other
facilities can also be considered possible;” however,
he noted “these items are up to the government and
not us as local managers.”

It should be mentioned that the Information and
Communication Technology Park hosts 55 active
companies in three sites, including Mashhad, Alborz,
and Semnan, with the Mashhad site having a share of
10 active technology companies.
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in .C.T.; as such, they focused on this aim and
transferred their experience gained in this field, which
included company establishment and cluster building
to the industry sector.”

The President of Information and Communication
Technology regarded the “development the required
economic and technology capabilities of the related
companies,” as the notable “task of the parks”; he
continued, the nature and the role of parks are set “to
improve their competitive spirit. Parks are regional
organizations, similar to industrial states, free zones
and special zones. Of course, these parks have
more work to do in comparison to the mentioned
organizations since in the parks, we also take care of
the technology level in the companies by evaluating
the companies annually and through a science bulletin
named Technology Atlas, that introduces each of the
products by the companies in a separate page.” He
regarded the grading of product in the Technology
Atlas.

“At the time, three public calls are being made.
One is the product development grant in which we
recommend the companies to introduce a product
development project worth up to two billion tomans,
half of which will be funded by us. Another is the
clustering grant in which any of our established
companies can create three new companies.

Further, the President of ICT Park introduced the other
mission of the park to be providing and developing
the required technology for its companies: “At the
time, we have reached a point where instead of
governmental institutions, the private sector conducts
research projects. Regarding the relationship between
industry and the university too, we mentioned that the
reason the university and industry have not properly
reciprocated lies in absence of an initiative from the
knowledge-based technology companies; as such,
these two could not communicate properly due to

their different discourses.”

Referring to the successful experience of setting up
science and technology parks in the UAE and Turkey
and the significance of parks in financial growth, Dr.
Sadigh Damghanizadeh introduced the four main
missions of the park: “Our first and most important
mission is to help the growth of young companies in
I.C.T. and turning them into developing companies.
The second mission is to develop international
interactions regarding Iran’s I.C.T. as we have already
experienced great progress with African countries
and Russia, and we can have better progress in other
regions, including Afghanistan and Tajikistan, in
which Mashhad Park can play a significant role.”
“The third mission” he continued, ““is to attract elites
and reverse the migration process of elites as an aim
truly achievable in Mashhad. The last one is creating
a network between different growth centers and
connecting those companies developed in the growth
centers, which provides us with an advantage point in
comparison to other existing parks.”

Then, Dr. Sadigh Damghanizadeh, introduced ICT
Park’s six propulsion projects: “Mashhad Park is
the main center for producing and exporting cultural
and artistic data and providing basic services and
exporting to the countries in the Middle East region.
He then clarified “employing IOT in food security

issues, water consumption management and smart
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In Mayor of Mashhad'’s Visit to ICT Park;

Dr. Erjaei:
We Are Ready to Cooperate with ICT Park For Developing
a Digital Economy Portfolio and Technology Transfer

ICT Park’s PR: The mayor of Mashhad visited the

central branch of Information and Communication

Technology (ICT) Park in line with park’s policy
of making Mashhad a digital content production
hub: “We are ready to cooperate with ICT Park to
develop a digital economy portfolio and to transfer
technology,” he said.

Dr. Sadigh Damghanizadeh, the President of
Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
Park, welcomed the Mayor of Mashhad, reviewing
the recent discussions about the significance of the
national information network: “Digital economy can
be the key development. This year, while explicating
our vision to the ICT Minister, I said that the financial
volume of the world information network is five
thousand billion dollars. Considering the one percent
share of Iran’s population, it will be 50 billion dollars
or in other words 1500 thousand billion tomans.
At the time, the financial volume of I.C.T. in Iran
is somewhere around 150 to 200 thousand billion

tomans. In case this amount reaches 1500 thousand
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billion tomans, it would create permanent and full-
time jobs for 20% of Iranian families, and Mashhad
can play a significant role in making this happen,” he
said. This visit took place on October 25th, 2022, at
the central branch of ICT Park.

Regarding profit in innovation, production, and
marketing as three different sections, Dr. Sadigh
Damghanizadeh clarified: “During the 40s and
50s of the last century, most of the profits were in
production. During the 70s and 80s, these elements
became relatively equal, and during the 90s and later
on, production lost its major share in profit. This
means that most of the profit is in innovation, and this
fact shows the accuracy of Iran’s Supreme Leader’s
vision, as for the last 20 years, he has been constantly
indicating the significance of innovation.”

The Advisor to the Minister of Communications
was the next speaker, elaborating on an experience
regarding policy making in Malaysia: “After several
years of planning and conducting different measures,

they realized they should become professional
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practical foothold in other countries, Dr. Sadigh

Damghanizadeh stated: We are looking for a
cooperation model for the penetration of technology
and the establishment of a joint technology
center. Moreover, we need to determine our
target country in the African continent in order to
maintain communications and information flow by
exchanging delegations and extensive cooperation
and making the most out of any relations in the
target country to expand our work scope.

He also pointed to the importance of creating
new methods based on the Resistance Economy
Policy and stated: The two most important pillars
of the resistance economy are reliance on the
resources and strength from within and looking for

internationalization. Hence, we must teach others

what we know.

It is worth mentioning that at the end of the meeting,
the managers of the General Directorate of Africa
visited different parts of the ICT Park, including the
Smart Greenhouse, Nour Behineh Gostar Middle
East Co., and the Arg-e-Jadid Co., with the aim of
getting to know ICT Park as much as possible.

In this visit, Mr. Mohammadi Nasrabadi, Director
General of Africa of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Mr. Rezaei (Head of the Third Office of
Africa), Mr. Parvaresh (Desk manager of Senegal,
Burkina Faso, Gambia, and Cape Verde), Mr.
Givzad (Head of the Second Office of Africa) and
Mr. Khosravinejad (Head of the Ofice of African
Institutions) were present on behalf of the Ministry

of Foreign Affairs.
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The Director General of the African Department of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Visited the ICT Park

- ;J ~
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ICT Park’s PR: On Sunday, November 20, 2022,
Director General of the African Department of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs visited the Information
and Communication Technology Park with the aim
of expanding cooperation and paving the way for
ICT Park to enter the African continent.

At the onset of the meeting, Dr. Mohammad Jafar

Sadigh Damghanizadeh, Advisor to the Minister and
the President of the ICT Park, while welcoming the
guests, considered ICT Park as the first specialized,

Issue 20, Year 2, October - November 2022

national and international Park under the auspices
of the Ministry of ICT, among 40 other Parks in the
country, and said: ICT Park is actually on the market
side; which means what is important for us is the use
of technology and the existence of technology in the
form of the products, standards, etc.

Reviewing the history of the establishment and
expansion of ICT Park, as well as introducing the
provincial branches of the Park, he added: We
plan to enter Africa. In the past months, we have
held consultations and interactions with African
countries, including the visit of the Minister of
Science and Research of Mali to ICT Park, signing
the memorandum of cooperation with Al-Ghazaleh
Technopark in Tunisia, and the visit of the Senegalese
Ambassador to the Information and Communication
Technology Park, etc.

Emphasizing the role of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Council of Ministers in gaining a
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with the participation of the park’s already active
companies; hence, every developed company that is
amember of the park can develop a spin-off company
based on a new technology idea by attracting new
technology cores (a maximum of three cores for each
company),” he said.

Dr. Sadigh Damghanizadeh mentioned the most
important measures that have been taken and are
being implemented for the second axis: “the full
design of the necessary mechanism (same as the
previous axis), conducting a phase of the trial call,
and reconstructing the processes and instructions
accordingly, conducting the first phase of the call
that has started from October 22nd, 2022 and will
continue till December 30th, 2022, when companies
will be selected. Additionally, the call for the
second phase will start on November 21st for the
developed companies member in DEDN network
(Digital Economy Development Network) and by
announcing the results on January 29th, 2023, these
spin-off companies can be established in the park or
in the parent companies,” he added.

“Our initial estimation is that between 15 to 20
spinoff companies will be established in this way,”
he clarified.

The President of Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) Park stated that the third axis
of ICT Park’s conducts includes developing new
companies in cooperation with university parks:
“This task is exactly the same as the first task, with
the distinction that the new companies will develop
relying on university professors and their locations
will be in university parks. The first phase of this
task will start in the universities that have techno
parks and are capable of developing the established
companies,” he said.

“The first call for this task was issued on 01/08/1401
and on October 23rd, 2022, and the accepted
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companies will start working after the announcement
of the results on December 22nd, 2022. The initial
estimations indicate that between 20 to 50 companies
will develop in this way,” he added.

“Additionally, in all the cases, the companies
will develop based on the mentioned axes
and as technology priorities for the associated
ministry; software and hardware required for the
implementation and operation of the National
Information Network, basic application software
required in the National Information Network,
software and hardware required in the civil acrospace
industry, software for providing network services,
including medical, industrial and network-based
reproduction services, network services regarding
energy distribution and control, buying and selling
in national networks, employing remote sensing
information for reducing the effects of natural
disasters,” Dr. Sedigh Damghanizadeh continued.
“Besides, the software and hardware required for the
development of mobile network, the basic software
for producing and presenting digital contents in
the internet environment, and the software and
hardware required for the intelligent logistics
network management are also included in the above
mentioned tasks,” he added.

In the end, Dr Sedigh
Damghanizadeh mentioned two important points:

Mohammad Jafar

“The Park’s main plan for this year was to develop
two hundred new companies; however, unfortunately,
it was reduced to one hundred companies since
providing the required resources seemed impossible.
Additionally, the financial support for this project will
be based on the risk credits from the Park’s inclusive
incomes and cost budget besides the facilities from
its managed funds, and except for the cost budget, all
the resources are indicated in the budget plan for this
year,” he concluded.




~

a
I E E ICT Park Monthly Newsletter m

The President of Park described the development process

of a hundred new technology companies across Iran

Dr. Mohammad Jafar Sadigh Damghanizadeh,
the Advisor to the Minister and the President of
ICT Park, regarding the Iranian colander year of
“Production: knowledge-based and Job-Creating”,
explained the measures taken and operational plans
conducted by the Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) Park for developing one hundred
new technology companies across the country.
Referring to the efficiency of creating sustainable
technology companies by a progressive society despite
the existing challenges, Dr. Sadigh Damghanizadeh
said: “The retention rate of technology companies
at the national level is less than ten percent;
nevertheless, the highest rate in this regard belongs to
Isfahan Science and Technology Town (ISTT) with a
retention rate of nearly fifty percent.”

“Simultaneous provision of the three main elements
required for developing a technology company,
including the power for research conduction,
development, and engineering a technology product
with a potential market, besides the company’s access
to the market (operational possibility of entering the
market) and also a proper access to management
supports while the company is developing, are
necessary for developing a sustainable technology
company,” he continued.

“In this year, the plan for developing one hundred
new companies was on the agenda in three axes”,
continued Dr. Sadigh Damghanizadeh while
mentioning the measures taken and in progress to the
end of this year regarding the development of one
hundred new technology companies. “First, creating
new companies in cooperation with provincial
science and technology parks, regarding which, some
measures have been taken and are on the agenda,”
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he added. “These measures include the full design of

the necessary mechanisms, including the acceptance
method, providing financial support for research
and development, suggesting ways of cooperation
with the provincial parks, dividing the different tasks
for designing financial and workflow management
apps, providing the required legal documents, and
designing suitable training system for the cooperating
science and technology park experts,” he explained.

“Additionally, giving a trial call in two provinces,
including Zanjan and Semnan, in which a total of
29 companies went through the initial stages of
admission, besides extending the first call to eight
other provinces and extending the second call to
fifteen other provinces are among other measures
taken in line with the first axis. We have estimated
that between fifty to one hundred companies will
develop during the two phases of this call,” he added.
While explaining the second axis of developing new
technology companies, the advisor to the Minister
of Communications and Information Technology
pointed out the development of spin-off companies
(development of innovation clusters): “In this way,
the development of new companies will be done
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more than 40 residential and office blocks. Currently,
45 technology companies are operating on this site.
B. Mashhad site: This site was launched in 2018 in
Post Bank building located in Khayyam Blvd. The
tenstory building, occupying 3,000 square meters,
is available to member companies with all facilities.
There are currently 10 technology companies
operating in this site.

C. Semnan site: Semnan branch of ICT Park with
the approach of supporting skills-based training,
establishment of technology companies and the
establishment of accelerators in the field of ICT,
aerospace and digital content production was
launched in August 2021. This branch occupies an
area of about 5000 square meters, of which more
than 2000 square meters is allocated to shared
workspace, training classes and office blocks.

Bl Available Services

Companies operating in the Information and
Communication Technology Park can benefit from
a wide range of services, namely, from public and
basic to scientific and specific, and to technical and
facilitative services; some of the most important of
such services are as follows:

A. General and Basic Services

1. High Quality Accommodation: available in both
Alborz and Mashhad sites.

2. Establishment: secretarial, protection and security,
communications, common spaces

3. Financing: Venture Capital Services, bank loans,
research and technology fund, brokerage services
for Innovation and Prosperity Fund.

B. Specialized Services

1. Management Consulting Services: financial,
insurance and legal consulting, stock exchange
brokerage services, coaching services.

2. Commercial

Consulting Services: brand
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consultancy, local marketing, capital raising and
commercialization

3. International Consulting Services: Getting patents,
obtaining international standards and certificates,
facilitating International Marketing

C. Technical Services:

1. Technology Procurement Services

2. Safe Software Environment (Filtering)

3. Business Clinic

4. Technical and laboratory infrastructure services
5. Specialized services such as training courses,
laboratories and
holding
exhibitions and events.

workshops, specialized

consultations, and participation in

B Target Audience

Information and Communication Technology Park
can host a wide range of companies active in ICT
should they meet one of the following conditions:

1. Young and SMEs (with at least 3 years of work
experience or technological and innovative concepts
entering the ICT Park Technology Development Center)
2. Developed domestic and foreign companies

3. Large and reputable national and international
companies

4. Distinguished local graduates and talented elites
living abroad.

How to register a company in the Information and
Communication Technology Park:

Companies active in ICT can apply for membership
in the Information and Communication Technology
Park via the annual call for membership. The call is
announced through the official website of the park
reachable at:

http://ictpark.ir/en

Membership in the Information and Communication
Technology Park is possible only through a public call,
and after going through the technical and scientific
evaluation process maintained by a team of experts.
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Information and Communication Technology Park

M Introduction

Establishing science and technology parks is the
latest knowledge and technologybased approach
appropriated by countries visavis operationalization
and applicability of science in businesses, providing
business survival infrastructure, development of
startups; the approach ultimately aims to increase
social wealth through promotion and expansion of
innovation within a competitive culture among member
companies in each science and technology park.

In this respect, the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology established the ICT
Park in 2017, aiming to support innovative and
technologybased businesses active in the field of ICT.
As a national park, ICT Park is currently considered
as the technological development hub, providing
domestic ICT companies with services, facilities and
equipment.

Il Value

The Information and Communication Technology
Park supports all ICT businesses that ‘“have
secured production maturity, and are planning to
enter the [CT market at the domestic, regional and
international levels.”

l Vision

Internationalization as in the form of expanding
international cooperation of member companies
emerges as one of ICT Park’s most important plans. As
the country’s first marketoriented park, ICT Park aspires
to “become a worldclass technology park, welcoming
wellknown and leading domestic and international
companies; and to emerge as the most prestigious I[CT
technology development center, actively reciprocating
with the related businesses in the country”.
Considering this global vision, in addition to assisting
companies in their path toward internationalization,
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ICT Park is fully prepared to provide necessary
infrastructure and services essential to attract large
regional and international ICT companies.

Bl Mission and Objectives

The eventual objective of the Information and
Communication Technology Park is to attract
domestic and international technology companies
and businesses, to boost manufacturing of modern
ICT products, and hence to facilitate their presence
in both domestic and international markets.

To this end, the main mission of ICT Park is
to provide an development and
technological expansion of companies, as well as an
eventual increase in their competitiveness.” Other
implications of the mission are as follows:
Promoting SMEs to developed ones by enabling
them to enter both domestic and international ICT

“economic

supply chain;

Developing international interactions of member
technology companies at both regional and
international levels;

Assisting member technology companies with
network building process, and prioritizing their
production based on the demands of domestic and
international markets;

Attracting Iranian ICT specialists living overseas,
and facilitating their repatriation.

l Active Sites of ICT Park

ICT Park currently hosts 55 active technology
companies in three sites, namely, “Alborz”,
“Mashhad” and Semnan. These three sites Alborz,
Mashhad and Semnan include the following features:
A. Alborz site (formerly, Sajjad): This is the
main site of the Information and Communication
Technology Park, located at 26 km of TehranKaraj
highway, Alborz province; the 22hectareland hosts
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The Director General of the African Department of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Visited the ICT Park
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The 14th Top Entrepreneurs Fair:
ICT Park's Bistoon Telecom Became the Top
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The President of Park described the development process
of a hundred new technology companies across Iran
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In Meeting with the CEOs of ICT Park Associated
Companies;
ICT Park's Grants Were Introduced by the Park's President
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Dr. Erjaei:
We Are Ready to Cooperate with ICT Park For Developing a
Digital Economy Portfolio and Technology Transfer

2o oglaild Ggohaius (omi Loy 59aSl £lold g (1] in Fpokdy oty B,y L
Loyl Jitg 1 5Ly 8 ¥ dlahoma paglas oL A




