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Information and Communication Technology Park 4

Dr. Sadigh: In the coming days, we will announce the first call of the year for applications for Roshd Grant
With the Aim of Developing Cooperation with Africa; A Delegation of ICT Park Officials Travels to Republic of Mali in Africa ..
ICT Park’s President and the Accompanying Delegation Met with Mali’s Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research

Dr. Sadigh Met with Mali’s Minister of Communications, Digital Economy, and State Modernization 12
ICT Park’s President and the Accompanying Delegation Visited Mali’s Kabala University

Dr. Sadigh Damghanizadeh Met with Mali’s Deputy-Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 17
ICT Park’s Directors Visited Mali’s Rural Polytechnic Institute of Training and Applied ReSEarch ...........cooovvceeueueirninieiciinncccernccicessescciciesenes 19
ICT Park’s President and the Accompanying Delegation Visited Mali’s University of Sciences, Techniques and Technologies 21
Meeting with Managers of Technology Companies; ICT Park’s President Explained the Outcomes of the Trip to Mali 24
Aiming to Provide Services and Financial Facilities for Technology Companies 26

On the Last Day of the Trip to Mali; A Cooperation MoU was Signed Between ICT Park and Mali’s Ministry of Higher Education and Research ........... 28
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A Meeting to Review the Implementation

Process of the Digital Economy

Development Network’s Roshd Grant;

Dr. Sadigh: In the coming days, we will
announce the first call of the year for
applications for Roshd Grant

On the 2nd Day of the Trip to Mali;

Dr. Sadigh Met with Mali's Minister of
Communications, Digital Economy, and
State Modernization

On the Third Day of the Trip to Mali;
ICT Park’s Directors Visited Mali's Rural
Polytechnic Institute of Training and
Applied Research

With the Aim of Developing Cooperation
with Africa;

A Delegation of ICT Park Officials Travels
to Republic of Mali in Africa

On the Second Day of the Trip to Mali;

ICT Park’s President and the

Accompanying Delegation Visited Mali's
Kabala University

L . e _ "“_—;\

On the Third day of the Trip to Mali;
ICT Park’s President and the
Accompanying Delegation Visited Mali’s

University of Sciences, Techniques and
Technologies

!

| - M2

On the First Day of the Trip to Mali;

ICT Park’s President and the
Accompanying Delegation Met with

Mali's Minister of Higher Education and
Scientific Research

L e
On the Third Day of the Trip to Mali;
Dr. Sadigh Damghanizadeh Met with
Mali's Deputy-Minister of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation

{

| S

Meeting with Managers of Technology
Companies;

ICT Park's President Explained the
Outcomes of the Trip to Mali

Iran Post Bank Branch Established in ICT
Park;

Aiming to Provide Services and Financial
Facilities for Technology Companies

On the Last Day of the Trip to Mali;

A Cooperation MoU was Signed Between
ICT Park and Mali’s Ministry of Higher
Education and Research
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On the Last Day of the Trip to Mali;

A Cooperation MoU was Signed Between ICT Park and
Mali's Ministry of Higher Education and Research

On the last day of ICT Park’s President and

the accompanying delegation's visit to Mali, a

cooperation MoU was signed between ICT Park and
Mali's Ministry of Higher Education and Research
on May 11th, 2023.

This cooperation MoU was signed by Mr. Ahmadu
Kita, Mali's Minister of Higher Education and
and Dr. Mohammad Jafar Sadigh
Damghanizadeh in an official ceremony in the

Research,

presence of Mr. Taleshi, Iran’s Ambassador in
Bamako. This MoU has several foci, including
helping Mali establish a university science park,
setting up joint mutual offices, providing assistance
in establishing joint technology companies, and ICT
Park’s member companies sharing their technology
and technology products with Mali and the West
African region, besides other items.

At the start of this signing ceremony of the
cooperation MoU, Mr. Amadou Ouane, Mali's
Deputy-Minister of Higher Education and Research,
enumerated the most important provisions of this
MoU: "This MoU was written in three versions in
English, Persian, and French, and from now on will

be a roadmap for the cooperation between ICT Park,

Malian universities, and Mali’s Ministery of Higher
Education," he said.

"The foci of this MoU are broad and general, and all
the universities that Iranian delegation of three ICT
Park’s directors visited in the past three days have
the opportunity and possibility of making use of
the this MoU's provisions according to their needs
and expertise," Mali's Deputy-Minister of Higher
Education and Research added.

It is noteworthy that, the delegation of three ICT
Park directors, consisting of, Dr. Mohammad
Jafar Sadigh Damghanizadeh, the Advisor to the
Minister and the President of ICT Park; Dr. Abbas
Ghanbari Bagestan, the Consulter for ICT Park
Communication and International Affairs, and Eng.
Mohammad Ali Jafari, the Director of ICT Park’s
Techno-units’ Development Center, travelled to
Mali for four days in order to develop ICT Park's
international relations with the goal of developing
the member companies' market especially in Africa.
The plans for this trip consisted of meeting with
Mali's Minister of Higher Education and Scientific
Research, Mali’s Minister of Communications,
Digital Economy, and State Modernization, the
President of the National Center for Scientific
and Technological Research, and Mali’s Deputy-
Minister of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation. The plans also consisted of visiting the
Kabala University complex in Bamako, the College
of Science and Technology, the Institute of Applied
Science and Technology, and the Rural Polytechnic
Institute for Training and Applied Research.
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based companies operating in the Park beside using

the capacities and capabilities of the idea owners to
the advantage of the bank's new businesses," he said.
It should be mentioned that at the end of this meeting,
there was a question and answer session between the
managers of the Park's associated companies and the
Post Bank managers in which the representatives
of ICT Park's associated companies shared their
challenges, concerns, and questions regarding
possible relevant issues with the managers of Post
Bank.

In this visit, in addition to Dr. Behzad Shiri, the
CEO of Iran Post Bank and Eng. Farhad Bahmani,
a member of the Board of Directors of Iran Post
Bank; Dr. Hossein Mohammadi, the Vice-President
of Finance and Investment; Dr. Arash Shahraki
Kia, the Director of Tehran, Alborz, Qom, and
Semnan's Affairs; Akbar Gholami, the Branch
Manager of West Tehran; Vahid Esfahani, the Head
of the General-Directorate for the Coordination of

Executive Affairs of Branches and Counters; Seyed

Rahman Hosseinpour, the Head of the General-
Directorate of Public Relations; Ali Mirzaipour, the
Deputy-Manager of Branches in West Tehran; Ali
Dehghan, the Deputy of the General-Directorate of
Financing Innovative Plans; Seyed Yaqub Alavian,
the Head of the General Department of Branches
and Counters’ Performance Monitoring; and Seyed
Hossein Abtahi, the Head of the General Department
of Retail Banking and Counter Affairs were present.
Also, on behalf of ICT Park, besides Dr. Sadigh
Damghanizadeh; Dr. Hafizi, the Deputy of ICT
Park’s
Recourse Management; Eng. Yazdanpanah, the

Human Recourses Development and
Deputy of ICT Park’s Technology Development,
Dr. Ghanbari Bagestan, the Consulter for ICT Park
Communication and International Affairs, Eng.
Jafari, the Director of ICT Park’s Techno-units’
Development Center; Dr. Ahmadi, the Director-
General of the Financial Department; and Dr.
Sanjari, the Head of ICT Park's Cluster and Supply
Chain Development were present.

Issue 26, Year 3, Apr - May 2023
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Iran Post Bank Branch Established in ICT Park;

Aiming to Provide Services and Financial Facilities for
Technology Companies

Iran Post Bank's counter was opened in Information
and Communication Technology (ICT) Park on
April 13th, 2023, in a ceremony attended by Dr.
Sadigh Damghanizadeh, the President of ICT Park,
and Dr. Shiri, the CEO of Iran Post Bank.

Dr. Mohammad Jafar Sadigh Damghanizadeh, the
Advisor to the Minister and the President of ICT
Park, expressed his pleasure about the opening
of the Post Bank branch in Information and
Communication Technology Park: "Post Bank has
a special significance for us because from now on,
for all of our intended financial transactions, our
own Post Bank will be a priority. We want every
single company to know how to manage financial
interactions. Of course, the bank is also expected
to have certain plans and its cooperation with the
Park should not be limited to salary and benefit
payments," he said.

Dr. Sadigh Damghanizadeh then offered some
suggestions for extending cooperation between Post
Bank and ICT Park's companies: "Considering our
recent trip to Africa as an example, our companies
can sell their products abroad, receiving the Riyal
equivalent of their price from Post Bank. and Post
Bank can collect the currency from the foreign
party. Also, loaning money for establishing new
companies or participating in different constructions
are among other possible ways for cooperation;
therefore, with the support of ICT Park and the
credits provided by the companies of private sector,
this branch can become a successful Post Bank
branch," he explained.

Then Dr. Behzad Shiri, the CEO of Post Bank started
his speech: "By its presence in ICT Park, Iran Post
Bank is trying to the best of its ability to provide

financial and banking services to the knowledge-

Issue 26, Year 3, Apr - May 2023
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model, especially in the private sector, remains on
the decision of ICT Park’s associated companies
because our aim for traveling to Mali was only to
evaluate the fields of cooperation,” he pointed out.
Later in the session, Dr. Abbas Ghanbari Bagestan,
the Consulter for ICT Park Communication and
International Affairs, referred to the serious aim
of Mali’s government to develop cooperation with
Iran: “Due to both nationalistic tendencies and also
the absence of a supporting power caused by the
withdrawal of France, the current government of
Mali is eager to employ Iran’s technology and this
is an opportunity that we can benefit from,” he said.
“Especially Mali’s project for establishing a Digital
City, which is recently under construction by Mali’s
Ministry of Communications and Digital Economy,
is a unique opportunity for the technology companies
that aim to join it and start “standardization” in this
country regarding different fields and sectors of
technology,” he explained.

In another part of the meeting, the managers and
representatives of different companies, including
Arg Telecom, ESM Telecommunication Company,
Signal-Afza Industrial Group, and Nour Behineh

Gostar Middle East shared their concerns and
the possible challenges regarding regional and
international cooperation, including issues related
to financial exchanges, banking, and technology
beside presenting their proposals for participating in
Mali’s market.

It is worth noting that a three-member delegation
of ICT Park’s officials traveled to Mali on a four-
day trip with the aim of developing international
cooperation in Africa. In addition to visiting
Mali’s Minister of Higher Education and Minister
of Communications, an MoU was signed between
Mali’s Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific
Research and Iran’s ICT Park.
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Meeting with Managers of Technology Companies;

ICT Park's President Explained the Outcomes
of the Trip to Mali

In a meeting attended by the managers and

representatives of some technology companies
associated with the Park, ICT Park’s President
explained the results and achievements of his trip to
Mali besides the accompanying delegation.

At the start of this meeting, Dr. Mohammad Jafar
Sadigh Damghanizadeh, the Advisor to the Minister
and the President of ICT Park, reviewed the actions
and activities of the Park regarding Africa during
the last year: “If we aim to work outside of Iran
despite the current difficult conditions and the cruel
international sanctions, Africa, especially Mali, is
one of the places where we can work effectively;
hence, we have to work hard in this regard,” he said.
He also referred to the visits and negotiations
that they have held with two Malian ministers,
the Minister of Higher Education and Research,
and the Minister of Communications and Digital
Economy, and mentioned the many capacities that
exist in this country: “In general, there are two
models of cooperation to proceed with this country.

The first model concerns setting up an innovation
center with the aim of turning it into a university
science and technology park with the cooperation of
Mali’s Ministry of Higher Education and Research,
and the other model includes establishing joint
companies with the cooperation of Mali’s Ministry
of Communications and Digital Economy. It seems
that ICT Park can achieve both of these objectives
due to its experience, capacity and potential,” he
explained.

Indicating that the government of Mali is truly
willing to cooperate with Iran and this is another
advantage of Mali for bilateral cooperation, Dr.
Sadigh Damghanizadeh appreciated the positive
role and significant contributions of Mr. Hossein
Talshi, the Ambassador of Iran in Mali.

The Advisor to Iran’s Minister of Communications
also considered Mali’s active private sector as
another advantage point: “If we seriously focus on
Mali, it will turn out to be a suitable place for growth
and progress. Of course, choosing our cooperation
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for the university," he continued.

“Last year, the supreme leader of Iran advised
the government to pay attention to the creation of
knowledge-based companies. However, it should
be noted that establishing knowledge-intensive
companies is very difficult. For example, in the
Isfahan Science & Technology Town, which is the
first science park in Iran, 600 companies have been
established in the last 20 years, which is remarkable.
We can share our experience in this field with Mali
and especially with your university," Dr. Sadigh
noted at the end of his speech.

Further, Dr. Abbas Ghanbari Bagestan, the Consulter
for ICT Park Communication and International
Affairs,
university and a science park in improving the

mentioned the difference between a
students' skills and Iran's experience in setting up
a university science park: "If you visit ICT Park in
person, you can witness the process of an idea turning
into a product closely. In universities, students only
accumulate and memorize theories and information,
but in science parks, students acquire skills that can
help them turn their ideas into products and sell them.
Defining these projects and making them operational

is more of a scientific and software-related process,"
he said.

"Turning into third-generation universities requires
the design and development of a set of software
processes and mechanisms that require the special
attention of university officials. In other words,
simply allocating a place is not enough, rather,
students should get acquainted with creative skills and
innovation in their training, and then the university
provides the opportunity for their talents to flourish
by providing relevant facilities," Dr. Ghanbari added.
"ICT Park is ready to share its experiences regarding
these processes and mechanisms with Mali’s
University of Sciences, Techniques and Technologies.
ICT Park can also hold many of the necessary training
courses online for Malian academics if needed," he
reminded.

It is worth mentioning that, [CT Park’s delegation has
already met with the Minister of Higher Education and
Scientific Research, the Minister of Communications,
Digital Economy, and State Modernization, and
Mali’s President of the National Center for Scientific
Research and Technology and visited the Kabala
University Complex in Bamako.
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the goals and future plans of this university.

The president of Mali's University of Sciences,
Techniques and Technologies, referring to the
limited experience of this university in establishing
technology companies which has been conducted
by recent graduates of this university, requested that
ICT Park shares its experiences in establishing and
launching university startups with this university.
Later, Dr. Mohammad Jafar Sadigh Damghanizadeh,
the Advisor to the Minister and the President of ICT
Park, mentioned that one of the goals of their trip
to Mali is to set up an innovation center with the
cooperation of this country's Ministry of Science:
"Today,
third-generation universities, which are known

universities started to move towards
as entrepreneurial universities. In first-generation
universities, which are only responsible for education,
one can only find educational environments, but in a
third-generation university, in addition to education,
students are provided facilities to set up businesses
based on their educations and to establish their own
companies after graduation. This way, universities will
play a significant role in the economic development
of the society," he said.

While enumerating the characteristics of a standard

innovation center, the Advisor to the Minister and
the President of the Park mentioned the role of ICT
Park in the establishment of this center for Mali;
"An innovation center requires space and a defined
model of operation, which we will design for you.
Training of the required human resources is our
responsibility too. The innovation centers will mainly
collaborate with technology, informatics and applied
science faculties. Also, the main researchers are the
professors and students who conduct research on a
specific topic. It should be noted that these studies
should not be limited to scientific reasons, but should
be conducted with the aim of reaching a product that
has the potential of entering the market," he added.

"An innovation center, on a yearly basis, accepts a
number of cores according to its capacity. What
determine this capacity is not the space they have at
their disposal; the real element that determines this
capacity is their ability to finance each core during
the time of its development. Typically, innovation
centers have significant economic impacts on both
the community and the university. Today, in major
universities in the world such as MIT in the United
States, up to 40% of the university's budget is
provided by the income that these companies provide
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On the Third day of the Trip to Mali;

ICT Park’s President and the Accompanying Delegation
Visited Mali’s University of Sciences,
Techniques and Technologies

On the third day of ICT Park’s President and the
accompanying delegation's visit to Mali, this
delegation visited the University of Sciences,
Techniques and Technologies and Mali’s Institute of
Applied Science and Technology on May 10th, 2023.
At the start of this meeting, Mr. Yacoba Dao,
the President of Mali’s University of Sciences,
Techniques and Technologies, welcomed the Iranian
delegation: "Our University is mainly a technical and
engineering university and is considered to be one of
the oldest universities in Mali," he said.

"Our university includes four faculties, namely:
Science and Technology, Institute of Applied Science
and Technology, Medicine, and Pharmacy. The
Faculty of Science and Technology, which will soon
be transferred to Kabala, accepts students up to the
postgraduate degree. Cisco certifications are also
awarded to the graduates in this university. Some
graduates of this university travel to other countries
to continue their studies at Cisco Academy. We are
also a member of the African Virtual University,

which is based in Nairobi, Kenya. There are about
14,000 students and 668 lecturers in this university.
The Faculty of Science and Technology has 20
official lecturers and 57 sessional lecturers and 9000
students, too," the President of Mali’s University of
Sciences, Techniques and Technologies continued.
"In general, not much budget is allocated to the
research sector in our country, but fortunately, the
young Malian researchers win many prizes by
participating in international competitions and use
the money they have won to develop science in our
country. European Union countries and the United
States of America are among the organizers of these
competitions,” the president of Mali’s University of
Sciences, Techniques and Technologies added.

"Our goal is to train students so that they can meet
the economic needs of Malian companies. Another
one of our programs concerns the development of
cooperation between the private and public sectors,
which we hope to achieve as soon as possible with
your cooperation,” Mr. Yacob Dao noted, enumerating
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strengthening educational systems, and strengthening

internal HR capacities are the three main strategies of
this educational institution; "It would be very effective
if we manage to cooperate with the Iranian parties
regarding the exchange of lecturers, researchers, and
students, especially in the field of skill training courses.
This training can also be either online or in-person at
Iranian universities," he reminded.

Later, Eng. Mohammad Ali Jafari, the Director of ICT
Park’s Techno-units’ Development Center, presented
a definition of an incubator; "An incubator is a place
where companies are supported by being provided
with governmental facilities, space, and infrastructure.
The worldwide problem regarding academic ideas
and the resulted final product is the way students look
at business, which is far from reality. In this regard,
we suggest that you invite your country's successful
entrepreneurs to give speeches to students in order to
help them develop their ideas," he said.

Further, Eng. Jafari described the process of establishing
incubators and innovation centers in universities:
"Producing marketable ideas is one of the first steps
in setting up an incubator. According to the agreement
made with Mali's Ministry of Science, we are looking
to set up a science park in Mali, but before that, you
need to establish a number of innovation centers in
universities to develop new ideas," he added.

"The next step is to grow the ideas in incubators and
bring them to the park after their full development. In

incubators or innovation centers, you will need some
mentors from academia to provide technical guidance
and some mentors from the industry to provide
business guidance. We will help you in developing
these systems," he continued.

Later, Dr. Abbas Ghanbari Bagestan, the Consulter
for ICT Park Communication and International
Affairs, expressed his pleasure about visiting this
long-established institution, the performance of which
is remarkable in the dissemination of innovation and
agriculture: "In ICT Park, advanced technologies
are employed in agriculture. Therefore, we can have
an effective cooperation with your university in this
field," he said.

"One of these modern technologies in ICT Park is its
Smart Greenhouse, which is fully automatic and based
on IOT. These greenhouses contribute to agricultural
productivity, considering issues like food crisis and
drought. Moreover, many companies in ICT Park
possess advanced technologies in the fields of ICT
and IT security, and they are also ready to share their
experiences with you," he pointed out.

Later, due to the invitation of Dr. Lassine Soumano,
the Director-General of Mali's Rural Polytechnic
Institute of Training and Applied Research, the Iranian
delegation visited the biogas laboratory, Photovoltaics
laboratory, farms, fish farms, and other parts of the
Rural Polytechnic Institute of Training and Applied
Research.

It is worth mentioning that; the ICT Park delegation
has already met with Mali’s Minister of Higher
Education and Scientific Research, the Minister
of Communications, Digital Economy, and State
Modernization, and the Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs and visited the Kabala University Complex in
Bamako, the College of Science and Technology, and
the Institute of Training and Applied Research.
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On the Third Day of the Trip to Mali;

ICT Park’s Directors Visited Mali's Rural Polytechnic
Institute of Training and Applied Research

.,

On the third day of ICT Park’s officials' visit to
Mali, the Directors of this park visited Mali's Rural
Polytechnic Institute of Training and Applied Research
on May 10th, 2023.

At the start of this meeting, Mr. Lassine Soumano, the
Director-General of Mali's Rural Polytechnic Institute
of Training and Applied Research, expressed his
delight with the presence of ICT Park’s delegation in
Mali and expressed his willingness to promote mutual
cooperation: "Last year, Mali’s Minister of Higher
Education and I visited Iran, and during this visit of
Iranian universities, I was impressed by the advanced
technology there. We are eager to develop our country
by taking inspiration from Iran. In particular, the variety
of the companies located in ICT Park and the diversity
of their activities surprised us," he said

"In our university, there are various fields of study,
including rural engineering, economic agriculture,

geotechnics, forestry, agricultural machinery, and

similar items, in which students can study up to
postgraduate level. There are also students from 15
different African countries studying at this university”
he explained.

The Director-General of the Rural Polytechnic Institute
of Training and Applied Research listed foreign partners
cooperating with the institute under his management:
"Regarding renewable energy, we have the support of a
German company. We also cooperate with Switzerland
and Canada's universities and national educational and
research institutes. We hope to begin our cooperation
and relationship with Iranian universities and science
parks, especially ICT Park, in different fields. It should
be mentioned that we are also in contact with the World
Food Organization, and we held negotiations regarding
concluding an MoU.

Recently, we signed an MoU with one of the universities
of Romania," he added.

He stated that modernizing internal management,
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Foreign Affairs, further pointed out the importance

of setting up joint technology companies by the two
countries: "During my trip to Iran and while visiting
ICT Park, I realized that three factors are active in
this matter: startups, research centers, and banks,"
he said.

He also mentioned the existing potential’s of his
country’s academia and research centers and also
Iran's willingness to help develop technology in
Mali: "In addition to welcoming these cooperations
to resolve the financial burden caused by the
development of technology and also to establish
technology companies, we propose a tripartite
collaboration with countries that are our friends so
that we can receive financial support from them,"
he added,

"We have the idea of starting a tripartite collaboration
because, within the framework of this tripartite
cooperation, different affairs will be facilitated.
For example, a third foreign country such as
Qatar or another Persian Gulf country can provide
financial support in the form of a loan, Iran shares
its technology, and Mali benefits from this financial

support and technology," he suggested.

At the end of the meeting, he noted that if the
relevant ministries in Mali, including the Ministry
of Higher Education and Research and the Ministry
of Communications and Digital Economy, reach an
agreement with Iran's ICT park regarding technology
and digital activities, Mali's Ministry of Foreign
Affairs is ready to fully facilitate these cooperations
both inside and outside the country.

It must be reminded that, in addition to ICT Park’s
delegation, Mr. Mahmoud Mohammad, the Asia-
Pacific Director-General of Mali's Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Mr. Taleshi, Iran’s Ambassador
in Bamako, were also present in this meeting.

It is worth mentioning that, ICT Park’s delegation
has already met with Mali’s Minister of Higher
Education and Scientific Research, the Minister
of Communications, Digital Economy, and State
Modernization, and the President of the National
Center for Scientific Research and Technology and
visited the Kabala University Complex in Bamako,
the College of Science and Technology, and the
Institue of Applied Science in Mali.

Issue 26, Year 3, Apr - May 2023




a
® [CT Park Monthly Newsletter I E lE

On the Third Day of the Trip to Mali;

Dr. Sadigh Damghanizadeh Met with Mali's Deputy-
Minister of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation

On the third day of ICT Park’s President and the
accompanying delegation's visit to Mali, Dr. Sadigh
Damghanizadeh met with Mali's Deputy-Minister
of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation on
May 10th, 2023.

At the start of this meeting, Mr. Seydou Koulibaly,
Mali's Deputy-Minister of Foreign Affairs, expressed
his contentment with the meeting with the Iranian
delegation: "We have seen a rapid development of
mutual cooperation with Iran in recent years, and Iran’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs and some of his deputies
visited our country a few months ago. We are very
pleased to see that the cooperation between the two
countries is developing in various fields," he said.
"Iran owns advanced technologies, and we are
happy to host an Iranian delegation from ICT Park
today," Mali's Deputy-Minister of Foreign Affairs
added, referring to his visit to Iran.

Al | "

Later, Dr. Mohammad Jafar Sadigh Damghanizadeh,
the Advisor to the Minister and the President of
ICT Park mentioned his negotiations with Mali's
Ministry of Higher Education and Research officials
regarding setting up an innovation center, as well as
his extensive discussion with Malian universities;
"based on the initial negotiations, it can be said
that in addition to setting up an innovation center
at Kabala University, it is also possible for us to
create joint companies between ICT Park companies
and the different teams that will be formed in Mali.
Moreover, the private companies in ICT Park are also
able to provide extensive support in various fields of
technology, product development, and even launching
joint production lines in Mali. At the same time, we
are discussing this matter with Mali’s Ministry of
Communications and Digital Economy," he said.

Mr. Seydou Koulibaly, Mali's Deputy-Minister of
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Kabala University complex.

Later, Dr. Mohammad Jafar Sadigh Damghanizadeh,
the Advisor to the Minister and the President of ICT
Park, compared the characteristics of the first, second,
and third-generation universities: “First and second-
generation universities are supposed to train the human
resources needed by society and produce research
products. In third-generation universities, in addition
to training human resources, human resources are
trained in the form of cores and small companies. In
other words, the output of third-generation universities
is not limited to graduates in different fields; small
startup companies are their output, too. In addition to
what first and second-generation universities have,
third-generation universities have innovation centers.
At third-generation universities, we help students and
professors turn their ideas for productions into products
and small companies by providing them with special
programs and financing. This aim requires careful and
special planning,” he said.

Iran’s Advisor to the Minister of ICT shared his
management experience at University of Tehran’s
Science and Technology Park regarding turning
this university into an entrepreneurial university: "I
recommend that you lead the universities of your
country towards the third-generation universities. It
is possible that a second-generation university moves
toward entrepreneurship simultaneously.

In Tehran, Mr. Ahmadu, Mali's honorable Minister
of Science, asked us to share our experiences in the
field of park management with the Mali. Because of
my personal interest in academia, I decided to gift
these experiences completely free of charge to Kabala
University and Mali's Ministry of Science. It should be
noted that this special offer is only for this Malliean
University," he added.

Then, the President of ICT Park further described

the process of setting up an innovation center in a

university: "When concluding a cooperation MoU,
the stages of setting up this innovation center, the
executive structure, and even the required staff will
be determined precisely. It is noteworthy that, in Iran,
we are prepared to provide relevant practical training
to the staff. The practical result of this contract is that
within six months from the conclusion of the contract,
the innovation center will be capable to start operating
and accept innovative cores," he said.

"The next step after the center becoming operative is to
allocate a space equal to 500 to 1000 square meters in the
university to set up this innovation center. This complex
will require an executive staff of 2 to 3, whose training
will be the responsibility of ICT Park," he continued.
The President of ICT Park considered the next step
to be the development of technical mechanisms and
processes related to the management of the innovation
center and the science and technology park: "Most of
these processes are undertaken using various software,
and, considering the many years of park management
experiences that we have in our country. We, at the [CT
Park, are ready to transfer these experiences to Kabala
University," he added.

As the visit continued, the President of ICT Park
and the accompanying delegation had a field visit
to various departments of this university, including
technical faculties, engineering laboratories, and
research institutes to become more familiar with the
potentials of Kabala University.

It is noteworthy that, in addition to the university
officials and higher education officials of Mali, Mr.
Taleshi, the ambassador of Iran in Bamako, also
accompanied the President of ICT Park during his visit
to the University of Bamako.

It is worth mentioning that, earlier, the President of
ICT Park and the accompanying delegation met with
Mr. Ahmadu Kita, Mali's Minister of Higher Education
and Scientific Research.
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On the Second Day of the Trip to Mali;

ICT Park’s President and the Accompanying Delegation
Visited Mali's Kabala University

The President of ICT Park, who has traveled to Mali as
the head of a delegation consisting of three managers

of this park, visited the Kabala University complex in
Bamako, the capital of Mali, on May 9th, 2023, and
discussed the establishment of an innovation center in
this university.

At the start of this meeting, Mr. Binke Kone, the
President of Kabala University, welcomed the Iranian
delegation and explained the history of this university:
“Kabala University, as one of the most modern
universities of Mali, was tasked by Mali's Ministry of
Higher Education and Research for the establishment
of a university science park,” he said.

Stating that Kabala University is considered a relatively
comprehensive university, he introduced various
departments of the university, including research
institutions, as well as the university's laboratories,
and noted that during a field visit to this university, his
colleagues will demonstrate all the available facilities.

“Our university was established in 2010 by the order of
Mali’s President at the time and opened in 2012. The
main task of this college is education. Research activities

are also carried out in this college, and there are students
at both undergraduate and graduate levels. They are also
prepared to offer educational services at the postgraduate
level. Master's

degrees in mining engineering,

agricultural engineering, mechanical engineering,
electrical engineering, accounting, management, urban
geography management, and economic management
are offered too. Considering Mali's economic situation,
we should increase the number of these fields of study
to 50 fields, including hotel management, tourism, and
handicrafts. We have also specialized laboratories for
agriculture and water resource management. Following
the development program of Mali, we plan to establish
other laboratories too. Our university is the most modern
university in Mali and plays a significant role in the
development of our country's economic system,” the
president of Kabala University added.

Referring to the task given to Kabala University by
Mali’s Ministry of Higher Education and Research,
the President of this university requested that ICT
Park’s President provides an explanation regarding

the necessary steps for establishing such a park in the
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to that, while continuing its development, it can be

upgraded into a science park with an area of about
20 to 40 hectares (including multiple large and small
private companies)," he explained.

The President of ICT Park also considered the most
important cooperation model to be creating joint
companies with the goal of transferring technology to
Mali and meeting this country's requirements: "In this
cooperation model, Mali's private sector and Iran's
private sector cooperate, and ICT Park's only role
will be acting as a facilitator, providing the necessary
training about the innovation center," he said.

As the meeting continued, Mr. Mamadou Harouna
Touré, Mali's Minister of Communications, Digital
Economy, and State Modernization, thanked Dr.
Sadigh and welcomed his suggestions. He also
mentioned the positive role of the Islamic Republic
of Iran's Embassy in Mali in facilitating Mali and
ICT Park's cooperation: "This meeting shows that our
countries are seriously determined and interested in
mutual cooperation,”" he noted.

He referred to the idea of creating a digital city in Mali:
"In contrast to Mali's "digital city" is in its initial stages
of activity, Iran's ICT Park has achieved remarkable
results; hence, we need to use Iran's experiences.
However, due to the technical complexities of
the matter, we need more time to negotiate how to
pursue this cooperation and to discuss the technical
details of the cooperation. For example, regarding
cyber security, Msl's data protection, production of

technical equipment such as optical fiber, etc., we
are in need of transferring Iran's experiences to our
country," he added.

"The main idea is for Mali to be a center of technology
because this country is located in the center of West
Africa and is surrounded by 7 countries. The majority
of Mali's population is young, but in the absence
of proper education, they may be misguided. The
purpose of creating a digital city is that younger
people who have majored in different fields can work
in association with technology, and the more we direct
younger people to innovation fields, the better results
we can achieve in, for instance, agriculture by relying
on technology. We invite ICT Park to settle here and
determine the market for its products not only in
Mali but also in all the countries of the region," he
continued.

As this meeting continued, there was a question
and answer session between the officials of ICT
Park and senior executives of Mali's Ministry of
Digital and State

Modernization, and various issues were discussed,

Communications, Economy,
such as the mental model of Mali's digital city, its
position in the country's upstream documents and
legislations, the processes and fields of financing,
the possibility of providing loans in Mali's banks,
the condition of Mli's infrastructure, the upcoming
models, and the outlook for building Mali's digital
city.

It is noteworthy that, in addition to the ICT Park’s
delegation and the senior officials of Mali’s Ministry
of Communications and Digital Economy, Mr.
Taleshi, the ambassador of Iran in Bamako, was
present at this meeting.

It is worth mentioning that, earlier, the ICT Park’s
delegation met with Mali’s Minister of Higher
Education and Scientific Research and visited the

Kabala University Complex in Bamako.
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the fields of IT and IoT in smart farming along with
other industrial sectors. For example, by investing in
this field, Iran can increase the farmers' income up to
3 times. Similar to that, it can play a significant role
in smart animal husbandry, smart mining and other
fields of economy in Mali,” he said.

Dr. Sadigh Damghanizadeh gave some explanations
about smart greenhouses: "Around the world, the
minimum area allocated to an economic smart
greenhouse is 3000 meters, while we, economically,
developed a greenhouse with an area of 500 square
meters. This technology helps the younger generation
in our country to have a good income by setting up
these small greenhouses. This is just one example
of the application of IoT in existing industries.
This advanced technology is also useful in animal
husbandry, which is included in the future plans of
our country," he added.

Iran’s advisor to the Minister of ICT further invited
Mal’s Minister of Communications and Digital
Economy to visit Iran and become familiar with
the capacities of ICT Park: "Currently, there has
been a large investment in Iran for the development
of the national information network. One of these
investments includes setting up a science park to help
the growth of relevant companies. Currently, ICT

Park has branches in 3 major cities in Iran, and we

can establish international branches considering the
relevant legistlatoins. Moreover, private companies
associated with ICT Park are ready to cooperate in
various ICT projects and in different fields, including
producing optical fiber, creating banking software,
and setting up mobile phone operators in Mali," he
stated.

The President of ICT Park also explained the nature
of science and technology parks: "In simple terms,
a science and technology park is a land of about
20 hectares where ICT industriesare are gathered
and grow technologically following the intended
programs of the park. Parks, usually, are subject to
special taxations and customs regulations. Despite
the fact that a park's infrastructure is provided by
the government, it is possible that national and
international companies act upon designing the
buildings which are supposed to be located in the
park," he said.

Iran’s Advisor to the Minister of ICT mentioned the
meeting and agreements he had with Mali's Minister
of Science: "Regarding our negotiations with Mali's
Ministry of Science, we will establish an innovation
center in one of Mali's universities. In this center,
academic teams will be located who will employ
research and development to produce different
products and sell them in the market. In addition
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On the 2nd Day of the Trip to Mali;

Dr. Sadigh Met with Mali's Minister of Communications,
Digital Economy, and State Modernization

On the second day of the President of ICT Park and the
accompanying delegation's visit to Mali, on May 9th,
2023, Dr. Mohammad Jafar Sadigh Damghanizadeh,
the President of ICT Park and the accompanying

delegation, met and talked with Mamadou Harouna
Touré, Mali's Minister of Communications, Digital
Economy, and State Modernization.

At the beginning of this meeting, Mr. Mamadou
Harouna Touré welcomed the Iranian delegation
to Bamako; "Thanks to the active diplomacy of the
Iranian Embassy in Mali, we can experience good
cooperation between the two countries of Iran and
Mali in various fields, and considering the official
policy of the current government, we welcome any
development in this sort of cooperation, especially in
regarding digital economy," he said.

"We already had good online correspondence with
ICT Park. It is worth mentioning that we are in the
early stages of setting up a "digital city" twenty
kilometers from Bamako, and, given your experiences
in this field, we welcome any cooperation with you

for the development of this "digital city"," Mali's
Minister of Communications, Digital Economy, and
State Modernization added.

"Currently, the size of the global information network
economy is 5000 billion dollars, and Iran's share of this
economy, with one percent of the world's population,
is estimated to be 50 billion dollars. Mali's share is
about 10 billion dollars. Currently, we have reached
about one-fifth of this potential in Iran. On the other
hand, this technology plays a very important role in
forming the culture and governing the society. It can
be said that anyone who controls the internet and
cyberspace in a country, also owns public opinion,"
Dr. Mohammad Jafar Sadigh Damghanizadeh, the
Advisor to the Minister and the President of ICT Park
stated as the meeting continued.

"In my opinion as an expert in this field with 20
years of management experience in Iran, it is very
important to pay attention to digital economy in both
Iran and Mali. Digital economy is not limited to the
Internet and its services. Currently, Iran has entered
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intended level of success, we can upgrade it to a
science park. We will also start training the managers
of this innovation center, so that you could open it
immediately after their training is finished. We will
also set a certain date for the first call for admissions
to this university innovation center. We will indeed
monitor the workflow in this innovation center for
one year after it starts to work,” continued Dr. Sadigh
Damghanizadeh.

“Twenty-five years ago, we concluded a contract with
Ireland regarding the maintenance of ICT Park, which
was worth about 1 million euros, but we are present
here to help a country that is our friend and brother,
and our main goal is not to gain profit. Furthermore,
the next step after the innovation center starts
working is initiating cooperation between this center
and Iran’s ICT Park and other science and technology
parks. The Maliean established companies can start
their mutual cooperation with ICT Park companies as
soon as possible,” noted the President of ICT Park at
the end of his speech.

The Minister of Higher Education and Research of
Mali embraced the idea of setting up an innovation
center in one of Mali's universities: “In the course

of our negotiations during our trip to Iran, we

emphasized Mali’s will to initiate a proper relationship
between research and production; a type of research
that would result in production in several different
industries, including agriculture, transportation,
urban development, telecommunications, and similar
fields by using modern technologies,” he said.

“With the cooperation of our universities, have
decided on extensive plans for hosting you and the
accompanying delegation's trip to Mali. Our major
universities will be your host for these few days
and will be looking forward to your assessments
and suggestions. Also, before the trip ends, we
would like to have another meeting with you and
the Iranian delegation to finalize your assessment
of Mali’s potentials and capacities for cooperation
in the future,” Ahmadu Kita added at the end of this
meeting.

It is worth mentioning that, Mr. Taleshi, the
Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
Bamako, a number of Deputy Ministers of Mali’s
Ministry of Higher Education and Research, and a
number of Malian university presidents were also
present in this meeting besides the Iranian delegation
that included Dr. Sadigh Damghanizadeh, Dr. Abbas

Ghanbari Bagestan, and Eng. Mohammad Ali Jafari.
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generation universities, one can find educational

environments. In second-generation universities,
one may find research centers in addition to the
educational environment. First-generation and
second-generation universities are supposed to train
the human resources needed by society and develop
research products. First and second-generation
universities’ graduates need companies to hire
them. However, since about three or four decades
ago, universities have been developing to third-
generation universities. In other words, the output
of third-generation universities is not limited to
graduates in different fields; small startup companies
are their output, too. In addition to what there is in
first-generation and second-generation universities,
third-generation universities have innovation
centers and university science parks; Therefore, at
third-generation universities, we should aid students
and professors to transform their ideas for product

into products and small companies,” he said.

“Since we consider Mali a country as our friend and
our Islamic brother, we deeply feel the obligation to
provide it with the required amount of support to our
best strength,” he added.

The President of ICT Park also referred to Mali's
Minister of Science and Research's request from ICT
Park for establishing a university science park in this
country: “The main reason for our trip to Mali is to
assess the conditions and potentials in this country's
universities for setting up a science park. Moreover,
the aim for this trip is to reach a mutual agreement
about designing and setting up an Innovation Center
in one of Mali's universities and also to introduce this
concept to Mali,” he clarified.

The Advisor to the Minister and the President of
ICT Park further explained the process of setting up
an innovation center in Mali: “We will first select
and suggest a university with the highest potential
that meets the required conditions for setting up
Mali’s first innovation center. The next step should
be designing various software, in accordance with
your social context, for managing the innovation
center. All over the world, this process is done
in the form of consulting agreements. In these
consulting agreements, all the requirements should
be considered, including proposing the necessary
decisions that the university officials are required to
finalize and legalize for setting up innovation centers,
proposing the intended procedures, and providing for
all the necessary arrangements,” he said.

“In addition to this consulting agreement, an initial
investment for setting up an innovation center is
necessary. The innovation center will have the full
functionality of a science park, but due to its smaller
scale, it requires a smaller amount of investment;
therefore, ICT Park recommends that you begin

with an innovation center and, after achieving the
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On the First Day of the Trip to Mali;

ICT Park’s President and the Accompanying Delegation
Met with Mali's Minister of Higher Education and
Scientific Research

Dr. Mohammad Jafar Sadigh Damghanizadeh, the
President of ICT Park, who has traveled to Mali as a
member of a delegation consisting of three members,
met with Ahmadu Kita, the Malian Minister of
Higher Education and Scientific Research, on

May 8th, 2023, and discussed issues of interest
to both parties with the aim of developing mutual
cooperation.

At the start of this meeting, Ahmadu Kita, Mali’s
Minister of Higher Education and Research
welcomed the Iranian delegation and referred to his
last year’s trip to Iran: “Last year we had a trip to
Iran and had the privilege of being welcomed by a
passionate nation. What we experienced during the
trip confirmed all my assumptions about this noble
nation. During this trip, in addition to Tehran, we
visited the Mashhad. We met a very nation that was
advanced and well-educated regarding technology.
Despite the sanctions that have been imposed on
Iran in recent years, Iran has achieved great honors.

Likewise, Mali is in a similar situation because

aimed to change its policies and choose its partners
freely. Iranian spirit is inspiring for us because,
during our stay in Iran, we learned about Iran's
clever strategies. Iranian’s trip to Mali is the logical
result of the interactions we had in Tehran,” he said.
"After returning from Iran, we had extensive
discussion with our Cabinet and other Malian
ministers regarding what we saw in Iran and the
potential fields of cooperation with Iran. We are very
delighted to see you in Mali. As the Prime Minister of
our country said, stars can be seen in the dark. Now
that our country is going through difficult times, we
are happy to see our friends by our side,” added Mali's
Minister of Higher Education and Research.

As the meeting continued, Dr. Mohammad Jafar
Sadigh Damghanizadeh, the Advisor to the Minister
and the President of ICT Park, expressed his
pleasure for being in Mali and meeting the Minister
of Higher Education and Scientific Research of
this country and explained the differences between

the first and third-generation universities: “In first
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With the Aim of Developing Cooperation with Africa;

A Delegation of ICT Park Officials Travels to

Republic of

With the aim of developing international cooperation
and pursuing Iran’s science and technology diplomacy
with African countries, a three-member delegation
from the Information and Communication Technology
(ICT) Park will travel to Mali from May 8th to May
11th, 2023.

Returning Mali’s Minister of Science and Research’s
visit during his last year’s trip to Iran, and due to
Mali’s request for setting up a University Technology
Park in Bamako, this three-member delegation from
Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
Park will travel to Mali with the aim of providing
consultation on establishing a joint innovation center
in one of Mali’s universities besides maintaining a joint
office.

It is worth mentioning that on this trip, Dr. Mohammad
Jafar Sadigh Damghanizadeh, the Advisor to the
Minister and the President of ICT Park; Dr. Abbas
Ghanbari Bagestan, the Consulter for ICT Park
Communication and International Affairs, and Eng.
Mohammad Ali Jafari, the Director of ICT Park’s
Techno-units’ Development Center, will be present.
The intended plans for this trip include meeting Mali’s
Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research,
visiting Kabala Bamako University, meeting Mali’s

Mali in Africa

Minister of Communications, Digital Economy and
Modemization of Governmental Organizations,
meeting the Head of National Research and Technology
Center, visiting the Science and Technology Faculty
of the Institute of Applied Science and Technology,
meeting the Deputy-Minister of Mali’s Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation,
visiting the Rural Polytechnic Institute for Training
and Applied Research, and signing a memorandum
of understanding and cooperation between Mali’s
Ministry of Higher Education and Iran’s Information
and Communication Technology (ICT) Park.

It should be mentioned that during the past two years,
the prior agenda of ICT Park was concerned with
developing ICT Park’s international communication
with the aim of developing a suitable market for ICT
Park’s associated companies.

Additionally, the
cooperation with African countries, especially Mali

development of international
which is an intact region and a potential market for
internationalization of ICT Park’s associated technology
companies has been strongly recommended by Iran’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and has been considered in
ICT Park’s agenda with higher priority since the middle
of last year. In this regard, we can refer to the two prior
visits that the Director-General of Asia and the Pacific
in Mali’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs has paid to ICT
Park’s Alborz and Mashhad branches, the virtual
meeting between Dr. Sadigh Damghanizadeh and
Mali’s Minister of Communications, Digital Economy
and Modernization of Governmental Organizations,
and the visit of Mali’s Minister of Science to ICT
Park’s Alborz and Mashhad branches.
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only awarded in ICT Park, however, currently we are
offering it to the DEDN family; that is, the Roshd
grant is given to young companies and the Product

Development Grant is granted to all companies.

In the continuation of this meeting, the president
of ICT Park gave additional explanations about the
process of accepting companies by the Science and
Technology Parks themselves in coordination with
the admission council and payment processes. “One
of the previous mistakes have been made by the
science and technology parks is confusing grant and
loans, however it should be noted that the loans are
brought by the private sector. We are planning to offer
a two-year loan from that sector, which is a great help
for them,” he reminded.

In the continuation of the meeting, the question-and-
answer session was held by the presence of the heads
of the parks that are members of the DEDN, Dr.
Sadigh, President of ICT Park, Engineer Yazdanpanah,
Vice President of Technology Development of ICT
Park and Dr. Seyedzadeh, Director of DEDN. The
mechanism of the Grant and the provision of facilities
and resources by ICT Park were among the focus of
Q & A section.

1401 Roshd Grant were appreciated and thanked for
their efforts.

It is worth mentioning that DEDN is a network
of science and technology parks, growth centers
and accelerators officially licensed throughout the
country, which cooperate with ICT Park to improve
the level of activities in the field of information and
communication technology and develop the digital
economy.

This network was one of the initiatives of ICT Park
created with the aim of synergizing the capacities and
capabilities of science and technology parks across
the country with the cooperation of the Ministry of
Science, Research and Technology.

With the aim of helping the development of its
members, especially growth centers and active
accelerators, the DEDN has extensive promotion and
support programs centered on network members, one
of the most important of which is Roshd Grant. This
grant is dedicated to the development of ICT products

of the companies based in the growth centers of the
DEDN.
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A Meeting to Review the Implementation Process of the Digital

Economy Development Network’s Roshd Grant;

Dr. Sadigh: In the coming days, we will announce the first
call of the year for applications for Roshd Grant

A review and consensus conference regarding the
implementation process of the Digital Economy
Development Network (DEDN) Roshd Grant was
held in ICT Park on Tuesday, May 2, 2023, with the
presence of representatives of provincial parks that
are members of the DEDN.

Atthe beginning of this meeting, Dr. Mohammad Jafar
Sadigh Damghanizadeh, the advisor to the Minister
of Communications and Information Technology
and the president of ICT Park, while welcoming the
quests, pointed out the challenges of financing the
DEDN’s Roshd Grant and emphasized the need to
learn from the last years’ experience in implementing
the experimental call for the Roshd Grant and said: it
is worth noting that the process has commenced and
we plan to announce the first call for Roshd Grant in
the coming days.

Expressing his interest in development of provincial
controls over the process of implementing the DEDN’s
Roshd Grant, he added: As long as you are operating
as an interested park, ICT Park will cooperate with

you, however, the depth of this cooperation will be
determined by the amount of effort devoted by the
provincial park.

“We don’t do big jobs; however, we try to do good
jobs. Accordingly, we are not interested in drastically
increasing the statistics and we prefer establishing 5
good companies rather than offering 50 grants which
may not result in even one successful company”, Dr.
Sadigh continued.

The president of the Information and Communication
Technology Park pointed out that in the trial call, the
grant numbers were low, but they should be corrected
in the next calls, and emphasized the importance
of precision in determining the numbers by the
admissions council and judges.

Dr. Sadigh further announced the prioritization of
technologies by the Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology and said: “in this way, these
technologies will be bought from the private sector,
however, it is necessary to define the target market so
that the private sector can properly proceed with the
planning and marketing process.

“Based on the new policies, for the first time, the
Product Development Grant will be awarded to
DEDN member companies along with the Roshd
Grant,” the president of Park ICT noted. He further
explained: The Product Development Grant has two
advantages: first, the recipient should not necessarily
be a start-up company; it includes existing companies
as well. Second, the amount of this grant is twice as
high as the Roshd grant. This grant was previously
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more than 40 residential and office blocks. Currently,
54 technology companies are operating on this site.
B. Mashhad site: This site was launched in 2018 in
Post Bank building located in Khayyam Blvd. The
tenstory building, occupying 3,000 square meters,
is available to member companies with all facilities.
There are currently 13 technology companies
operating in this site.

C. Semnan site: Semnan branch of ICT Park with
the approach of supporting skills-based training,
establishment of technology companies and the
establishment of accelerators in the field of ICT,
aerospace and digital content production was
launched in August 2021. This branch occupies an
area of about 5000 square meters, of which more
than 2000 square meters is allocated to shared
workspace, training classes and office blocks.

Bl Available Services

Companies operating in the Information and
Communication Technology Park can benefit from
a wide range of services, namely, from public and
basic to scientific and specific, and to technical and
facilitative services; some of the most important of
such services are as follows:

A. General and Basic Services

1. High Quality Accommodation: available in both
Alborz and Mashhad sites.

2. Establishment: secretarial, protection and security,
communications, common spaces

3. Financing: Venture Capital Services, bank loans,
research and technology fund, brokerage services
for Innovation and Prosperity Fund.

B. Specialized Services

1. Management Consulting Services: financial,
insurance and legal consulting, stock exchange
brokerage services, coaching services.

2. Commercial

Consulting Services: brand

consultancy, local marketing, capital raising and
commercialization

3. International Consulting Services: Getting patents,
obtaining international standards and certificates,
facilitating International Marketing

C. Technical Services:

1. Technology Procurement Services

2. Safe Software Environment (Filtering)

3. Business Clinic

4. Technical and laboratory infrastructure services
5. Specialized services such as training courses,
laboratories and
holding
exhibitions and events.

workshops, specialized

consultations, and participation in

B Target Audience

Information and Communication Technology Park
can host a wide range of companies active in ICT
should they meet one of the following conditions:

1. Young and SMEs (with at least 3 years of work
experience or technological and innovative concepts
entering the ICT Park Technology Development Center)
2. Developed domestic and foreign companies

3. Large and reputable national and international
companies

4. Distinguished local graduates and talented elites
living abroad.

How to register a company in the Information and
Communication Technology Park:

Companies active in ICT can apply for membership
in the Information and Communication Technology
Park via the annual call for membership. The call is
announced through the official website of the park
reachable at:

http://ictpark.ir/en

Membership in the Information and Communication
Technology Park is possible only through a public call,
and after going through the technical and scientific
evaluation process maintained by a team of experts.
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Information and Communication Technology Park

Bl Introduction

Establishing science and technology parks is the
latest knowledge and technologybased approach
appropriated by countries visavis operationalization
and applicability of science in businesses, providing
mfrastructure,
startups; the approach ultimately aims to increase
social wealth through promotion and expansion of
innovation within a competitive culture among member
companies in each science and technology park.

In this respect, the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology established the ICT
Park in 2017, aiming to support innovative and
technologybased businesses active in the field of ICT.
As a national park, ICT Park is currently considered
as the technological development hub, providing
domestic ICT companies with services, facilities and

business survival development of

equipment.

W Value

The Information and Communication Technology
Park supports all ICT businesses that “have
secured production maturity, and are planning to
enter the ICT market at the domestic, regional and
international levels.”

[l Vision

Internationalization as in the form of expanding
international cooperation of member companies
emerges as one of ICT Park’s most important plans. As
the country’s first marketoriented park, ICT Park aspires
to “become a worldclass technology park, welcoming
wellknown and leading domestic and international
companies; and to emerge as the most prestigious ICT
technology development center, actively reciprocating
with the related businesses in the country”.
Considering this global vision, in addition to assisting
companies in their path toward internationalization,

ICT Park is fully prepared to provide necessary
infrastructure and services essential to attract large
regional and international ICT companies.

Il Mission and Objectives

The eventual objective of the Information and
Communication Technology Park is to attract
domestic and international technology companies
and businesses, to boost manufacturing of modern
ICT products, and hence to facilitate their presence
in both domestic and international markets.

To this end, the main mission of ICT Park is
to provide an ‘“economic development and
technological expansion of companies, as well as an
eventual increase in their competitiveness.” Other
implications of the mission are as follows:
Promoting SMEs to developed ones by enabling
them to enter both domestic and international ICT
supply chain;

Developing international interactions of member
technology companies at both regional and
international levels;

Assisting  member technology companies with
network building process, and prioritizing their
production based on the demands of domestic and
international markets;

Attracting Iranian ICT specialists living overseas,

and facilitating their repatriation.

l Active Sites of ICT Park

ICT Park currently hosts 67 active technology
companies in three sites, namely, “Alborz”,
“Mashhad” and Semnan. These three sites Alborz,
Mashhad and Semnan include the following features:
A. Alborz site (formerly, Sajjad): This is the
main site of the Information and Communication
Technology Park, located at 26 km of TehranKaraj
highway, Alborz province; the 22hectareland hosts
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